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W let’s get this straight: There are houses, and then there

are houses. And the sumptuous abode at 244 Glorietta Blvd. in Orinda

has been a head-turner since it was built in 1932. Of course, anyone who
was anyone during the 1980s and on through most of the 1990s knew it mainly as the

Lesher family’s party pad, the locus where socialite-philanthropist Margaret Lesher

toasted everyone from then governor Pete Wilson to actress Tippi Hedren. >>>
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< then, the place was a pinnacle of "80s
-colored walls swept up t
rare m‘irl\h, floors to, in one room, a mural on
the ceiling. Everything was rich and brocaded
 that looked straight out of Dyn
After Margaret Lesher drowned in
1997, the house was sold once before being
purchased by money manager Chris Birttman
and his wife, Kenda Noble, in 2001. When a
water leak forced them to undertake repairs,
they decided to return the place to its rc
“We did things to take it back to a cl
house,” says Bittman. “We undid the phony
stuff and went back to authentic materials and
finishes,
true gold leaf, and tearing out particle-board

such as replacing gold paint with

inets in favor of mahogany and cherry.

Of course, as the heads of a modern, busy
family with five kids, Bittm:
wanted the house to look 1930s but to have
all the conveniences of the 2000s. To make
that happen, they called in Kurt Lavenson, the
architect who had kept their previot amo
abode one step ahead of their growing brood.

A minimalist, Lavenson might seem an
odd choice to refashion a classic estate, but he
was up for airing out the old mano

His first action was to create space, by
widening and moving doorways. “The goal,”

Lavenson says, “was to create a series of
arches that line up with one another so that
you can see one room from the next, and light
and views and different qualities can filter in
from adjoining rooms.”

While Lavenson created room for
the kids to roam, interior designer Cy
Devereaux helped shape the loc
house. Lavenson and Devereaux refinished
a massive, mahogany fireplace surround in
the living room, and continued its wood
accents throughout the house, adding
mahogany moldings and cherry flooring. An
office became a dining room with smooth

netian plaster walls, and the team finished
transforming Lesher's huge second-floor
closets into sizable bedroom suites.

Some of Lesher’s amusements remain,
including the ranch house-style western
- 1950s Coney Island
shooting gallery, and the art deco theater,

ballroom, the ra

complete with adjacent not to mention

the straight-from-Tokyo Japanese teahouse in

ars, the hous

After thre
finished, but Bittman and family won't get to

is finally

enjoy it. He had to relocate after becoming
the chief investment officer for the University
of Colorado Found 1. The mansion was
recently sold for an undisclosed amount,
though it had been on the market since /
for $8.95 millio

Whoever can afford that chunk of change
will probably have a nice wardrobe, and it’s a
good thing: When you walk into the house
that Bittman and Noble have left behind, you
feel as though you should be wearing a tux or
a formal gown. That’s ~o|mrh|m, Margaret

Lesher could appreci:
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